Oral Tradition

chapter should be more than a polemic against views that have
long since been given up. We can only say that a closer study
of it has convinced us how dominant the ‘book-view” was in
the age of literary criticism and how disastrous it was to the
understanding of the structure of the books of the prophets.
In this case Micah wrote a book, 1-3. A detailed exegesis of
Mic. 4-7 shows that some few sayings here may quite likely go
back to Micah himself. The conclusion has been stated above.!

o o e ey let us ignore the attempts of recent re-
search to stress the oral nature of ancient civilizations and ask:
Is it Jikely that a prophetical book originated according to the
prinviples laid down by Marti and others? Is it likely that from
the ume of the exile until the time of the Maccabees the extant
prophetical writings were re-edited at intervals, and the mes-
sage of these writings adapted time and again to the needs of

" of God shall reign everywhere;

successive generations? Is it likely considering the literary
critics” own suppositions? We think not. According to the
literary critics? the prophets’ mode of action was to publish_
their oracles in written form, first perhaps in the form of hand-
bills, then in collections of oracles compiled by themselves or
their disciples. But publication implies multiplication. How

then is one to imagine that the later additions were affixed ? Jf
one man began to add something, then a hundred others could
rotest and accuse such an editor of falsification and produce
roofs, in black and white. Or are we to believe that at various
~times editorial committees were convened and perhaps by a
903 wte of a majority resolved to incorporate an oracle of dubioug
zong:: 6 ane prophetical book or another? Or perhaps only
R singie copy ¥ rech prophetical writing was preserved till

A know, the intersunabic discussions as to whether such and
= is et do not belon
Qo late judaism but to the close of the nineteenth century A.D.
cWould 1t not be advisable o ignore the ‘book-view’ a moment?
E Instead of the lterary critical method we will now try the

radiio-histoncal oae, not primarily to demonstrate that it is

http://

1 It is found in Hylmo, op. cit., pp. 212 and 286
! Please excuse the gencralization |
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Esxamples of Traditio-bistorical Method

’ i in order to point
lving the problems, but in order (O _
mc;r:h:a dp;fl:i;i fctwe%n it and that of the literary craic | :)if ::
:v‘;ll first discuss whether it is justifiable :o'clchmlt ch:ti ‘{;_."..‘ =
independent complex of tndit._ion as gg:}xqst 1-3 a::l ’ u.»_}‘hu
tothe delmiaton of &1 10 evenions and e
ile 1-3 largely consist o : :
Edtilac:iwnh;licc;l; 4 f::: mainly a series of sayings concerning th;
fu " ’:oclajming ‘what is to happen’, ‘in the last da).'sﬁla and
‘oflu:;;tpdny’ In 6.1 a new didactic revelation bte}fms,.r t.;d
in fo well as in content. And so there is go
N Lilﬂ;:)n cf:::sr:lds 45 an independent complex of tradfnon%
r'It'li‘l:;coc‘:)m:cnt of this complex is as follows: 4.1-4 152 P']:;:}l]nfsif :k
i jon i days, when nations s

the exaltation of Zion in the last

i i yawH’s ways, and the peace
to Zion to acquire knowledge of‘H kb i e

walk in the name of their God, then will we walk in the name

- of our God; 4.6-8 declares that the remnant rnat i+ hair and has

been driven out shall be gathered 1ogrther and be .».v:w a
trong nation, YHWH shall be their keng, and to / . l.nc
iow:rg of thc’shcpherd’, the former de !inllll()(!l) s(liua.: g
i ] lex, can be divees o
.9-5.6, the central portion of the complex, :
4c3r—csml lesser units, 4.9-1, 4.31-13, 5.1 that ha}vc (ﬁub n
iommon that they are all concerned with the smmcdxat::hc s}tg::}sl
i ‘hag laims i
hter of Zion, and 5.2-6, wi_m.h proc .
ﬁtti: mdaug dant of David and the deliverance from the A:r.s)f
rians, a turning point which is reached when ‘the remnant o

his brethren shall turn to the children of Israel’; 5.7-9 contains

two sayings about the remnaat of Jacob, to which is added an

i inst thy

ion that ‘thy hand shall be lifted up against
:xd}:rg:sma:ligsn’ ; §.10-1§ ainounccs that on that day horses, Char;?;s&
and strongholds shall be destroyed, together with every th
of idolatry, and that yews will execute vengeance upon the

; s ;
dlslt;b;i&il;anﬁnc this subject-matter more closely we discover
a curious relationship between its units, two .and‘ two. (:c). 4. 1-4;.
speaks of the exaltation of Zion, of the dommatmg position o
t]l;?s mountain of God among the nations as a religious centre
1 Introduced by ‘shime‘®’ 1.2; 3.1; 3.9, and *héy’ 2.1
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