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And 1t is even less doubtful that the knowledge of this develepment
clarifies many initlally enigmatic-appearing peculiarities of the
Biblical literature. An intreductien inte the inner mevements of

s in whése pregress great new understandings mature,
Israelite histeryjcan therefore be useful te the Blble reader.
However, in twe directisns has eur evaluation of this werk baslically

ohanged{Dan@we see the danger in brighter light, which threatens

the undertaking te shew a centinueus line of develepment in histery,

namely the viel:atlon eof the historical evidences by a precenceived

ldea (prejudice), in erder to make it serviceable fer the deterumined
@9 . really
purpose. In that case we have lest the belief, that ene can,comprehend

the essence of a phenemenon of spiritual histery with the stipulation

ef an histerical development.

What 1s concerned under the first point sheuld net everleek that
Fesdick himselr @meg very good self-criticism te restraln the everflew
of censtructing a fantasy, and alse has an eye open for oppesing
tendenclies., Therefere, one can read great pertions of ¢his besk
with lively agreement. witheut beilng disturbed by the admixture of
féxtﬂrqanéig‘% v-i'ew-pain‘ts. However, in spite of this, it is obvious haut
strongly the constructive element deminates the whele design, that,
frem completely established—presuppositions, traces and develeps
the picture of the pasp. Se Fosdick ad&nts the basic mistéggg of
fhe investigatiens in the last generatlion, allewing the initlal perled

ef Israclite histery to ascend out eof the mest vulgar forms ef the

priﬁitive,-iﬁgrder to be able to show the develepment frem lewer te

‘Ezgher quite emphatically. New there are certainly in Israclite

histery Jjust as in the history of every other peeple remmants of

primitive thinking te be observed, and one is completely correct
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