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; theories about early writ:i.ngs but have never come across a case in which the
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 The Complexity 9}_5_ the Molti-nomm‘ent_ 'I‘heor}r
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Ifa person is ¢ examine the Graf-!'!ellhamsen theorv' (othqzﬁ'ise known as t.he
multi- docu:nent theory), as it is being widely disseminated toda)f it is very

_important that he have a clear 1dea what it is. It has been my obsewat,im that

many, not only of those who oppose it ’but also of thoso who support -Lts,uhm L

_ little 1dea of its real teaching, and’ partimlerly of the caﬁploacit)r that it

involves During the nineteenth century it vas the regular prac:tice te divide
:mc:.ent and medieval boOks into alleged sources. I ha‘ve exﬂmjned many of these

1}"‘

theory advanced was nearly S0 canplex as the present wideSpread teachingg d,o’;t the ‘
five books of Moees. | B o
'rhe fact that an idee has been held for a long time :ls no reason w’xy it is

‘necessarily true. ‘I’he fac:t ‘t.hat a gmat many. peoplc believe thore wero such

dntmments as I E and P does! ‘not. prove that they ever actually ex:.sted. It demends

investlgatmn. In most matters that have been discovered fu:;ther mveetigation

- brings to 11ght new and simpler arguments so that eit is possi?dle to put the

evidence into very clear, ‘plain, and yet convincing 1m1guage. v

' Stripped to ;lts bare essentials and giving only whe.t is a{;rneed upon hy
practically all who hold to sthe. theory, it ‘can’ ’t:ae said 'Ehat acg:ording to: the theory :':___
there was a dommnt to which the name of J might be gi\fen because of certain :
peculiar characteristics it is said to possess, which was. witten emetime bet&een
1050 and 800 B.C. Some. scholars are v'ery dogmatic as to the partiq:lar century,

~ but there is a certain variation on this. _'rhis mamuscript would eonte:.n 9’bozit a

fourth of the material infthe: first fxve bboks =o£ the Bible. LR T M |
According to the. theory, another doounent t:as wri.tten é‘égout a cen‘ury leter,

| whic.‘n ‘because of certam of its clmracteristics, mgbt be calleé{ the E c}es:mentm: _

This document paralleled the J document to quite an extent. Both decaments
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