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The fact that the rod of the tribe of Levi was singled out for such special
treatment proved that Moses and Asron wers not wrong in asserting divine appoint-
ment tc leadership cver the nation, againat the claiws of Dathan and Abiram who
belonged to the tribte of Reuben (xvi.l). The budding of a2 rod which bore the name
of Aeron gave added denial to the claims of Koral and his Levitical followers that
they Liad as amuch right to the preisthood as the family of Aasron (xvi.6-11),
elaizs which alyx2ady had bLean mat by the death of Korah and his followers (xvi.35).
As perxzznent evidence of tha divine decision, God commanded that Aaron's rod be
preserved in the tabarnacla (13; cf. Heb,ix.4) .

b. Reaffirmation of the privileges and respousibilities of Aaron and the

Levites (nvif.12-xviii.32)

Insteed of quiecting the winde of the people, tha niracle seews to hava left
then confused and uneasy. It was hLard for them to gorget the death of the 250
men wio offered inceuse, and they began to think of the taberanacle of God as a
place of terror and perplexity (12-13). In ovder to set their fears at rest, God
preceeded neyt vo gzive & comprekenslve statewent of the dimine arrangements for

the winistry of tihe caberassle, that there be no wrath any more upor the children

of Israel (xv1il.5). Trdesthood s to be restrictad to che family of Aarcm (1-7).

The otliar levites ara to serve the cabernacle uider lis direction, but never to do
the actual task of the priasthood. Thelr position 1s ovne of great homour, but
subordinate tv the famfly of Aavon.

Versas 8-19 describe the offeringas (8-11), firstfruits {(12-13), devoted things
(14), aad firscliags (15-18), which are to bacoma the property of tie priesta. A

covenant of salt (i9); il.e., an indisscluile covenant; cf. Je.xxx1ii.18-22. Salt

was used witl: avery sacrifice (Lv.ii,13; !Mk.1x.49-50). Aaron is not, like the
priests of other nations, to hHecome a wealthy handhoider (20), nor are the Laviies
to receive a saction of Canaan, like the other cribew (23-24). The Levites are

to be supported by ihe tithas of the nation (21,24). Anyone who does not belong
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